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Treasurer………Antonia Papadopoulos
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PSG Philip Vogis, Business Mgr. 
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District & National Websites 
AHEPA National 
www.ahepa.org 
Daughters of Penelope National 
www.daughtersofpenelope.org/ 
AHEPA District 5 
www.ahepadistrict5.org 
Sons of Pericles 
www.sonsofpericles.com 
Maids of Athena 
www.maidsofathena.org 
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PDG Ted Fanikos

Steven Marmarou

Brothers and Sisters,
I  thank my brother Ahepans for the honor given me  to represent our John G. 
Thevos District #5.  My view of leadership is to serve the people who elected you 
to do the right thing. It seems that every new District Governor has a plan to put 
forward for our organization.  The district’s  plan is to do all that we, as a District 
Lodge, can do to support and strengthen our Chapters; AHEPA, Daughters, Sons, 
and Maids.

We already have several important events, annual landmarks dedicated to the 
promotion of the Hellenic ideals,  in place. Greater emphasis will be sought through 
our  District for the  OXI Day celebration, the Fifth District Cancer Foundation 
Gala, the Mid Atlantic  Hellenic History Tournament, and our Christmas visit  to 
St. Basil’s.  We will continue also to highlight the Odyssey Charter School as 
well. Everyone chapter in our District should be involved in these events. There 
are many events put on by each of our chapters and I want to make it the District 
Lodge’s business to help each chapter get the most out of each event.

AHEPA’s purpose is to help. We will be emphasizing the Cancer Foundation 
Canister program this year. We expect each chapter to appoint a member to be 
a cancer foundation canister and benefactor coordinator. These  programs  have  
proven an  effective way of raising thousands of dollars for the AHEPA Fifth 
District Cancer Foundation, which will be celebrating 30 years this fall.

Most importantly, we will be looking to reinvigorate membership like no other 
era.  We need to think and act boldly this year.  “Defend Hellenism” was the 
mantra from our district convention and with such a crucial time for our Greece 
and Cyprus, we must do our part to have initiations and to involve those initiates 
in our Defense of Hellenism. Greece and Cyprus are the new Eastern front and this 
opportunity may never come our way again.  We want tables at your Sunday coffee 
hours...Hellenism needs each of you to be recruiters. Can each and every chapter 
– small, mid and large double their membership ?  Many chapters can even triple 
their membership. Just go through your cell phones and see how many people you 
know that can join the fight for the preservation of  Hellenism.  Ask your friends – 
Hellenes and Phil-Hellenes, to join Ahepa and help us defend Hellenism now,  and 
do it each day. 

We will be working to revive chapters, to start chapters and to make each and every 
chapter of our family stronger and healthier,  all while growing  our Sons 
and Maids...tall tasks but Hellenism deserves it !
Fraternally yours,
Steven Marmarou
Steven Marmarou
DISTRICT GOVERNOR

Message from the District Governor
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Initiations and events WILL occur even by zoom if necessary. 
 AHEPA has remained steadfast and resilient in the Hellenic ide-
als and values that have nourished the glory or Greece and have 
given brilliance to democratic societies. AHEPA is at the forefront 
with our elected officials. Hellenism is under attack and Greece Is 
constantly faced with an escalating danger every day. We  all have 
to do our part and promote AHEPA. AHEPA communicates to 
our elected officials on all levels on positions of concern to the 
Greek-American community and keeps an eye on congress with a 
congressional report card - evaluating each representative on our 
Issues.
 The AHEPA Mission statement clearly defines our goals as 
AHEPANS. District 5 will honor the mission statement to: pro-
mote the ancient Hellenic ideals of education, philanthropy, civic 
responsibility, family, and individual excellence through commu-
nity service and volunteerism. These principles include a commit-
ment of humanity, freedom and democracy. The preservation and
promotion of these ideals is where AHEPA has, and always will be, 
deeply committed. 
 As D5 Lodge and I are truly eager to complete another very 
productive and fruitful year, I would like to extend my deepest grat-
itude to the current and past leaders and to all of you, our AHEPA 
brothers as well as my community and family for all of their men-
toring and support that have enabled me to achieve lhe position of 
the D5 Governor In the order of AHEPA and I am truly looking 
forward to sharing anolher upcoming successful season with our 
District Lodge and our extended AHEPA family.

Dear Fifth District AHEPA Family, 

 I would like to welcome all of the newly elected District 5 Offi-
cers and THANK each one of them for accepting positions on the 
District Lodge. We had a great experience at the first ever virtual 
Zoom Convention on Saturday June 20, 2020!
 I am deeply humbled and honored to be elected as your District 
#5 Governor for 2020-2021. 
 Family is the single most important influence in everyone’s life 
and in mine mostly. I would like to thank my wife and children for 
their immense support, encouragement, love and sacrifice of lime. 
My late parents have been a major influence and inspiration in my 
tile and all the years in my involvement with the AHEPA family. 
My late father was a proud 50-year AHEPAN and my late mother a 
lifelong member of the Daughters of Penelope. They always stressed 
how fortunate we are to be in the greatest country of the wortd and 
at the same time not to forget Greece, our motherland, our roots, our 
Hellenic values and cultureand to continue to preserve and promote 
our priceless heritage by gettinginvolved in the Greek community, 
our Greek Orthodox Church as well as AHEPA. I have been a mem-
ber of St. Thomas GOC in Cherry Hill, having served as the Parish 
Council President and in various positions as well as a proud 35- year 
AHEPAN of Camden Chapter 69, where I served as a Chapter Pres-
ident for 2 terms and this is my eighth year in the 05 Lodge.
 In addition, I would also like to thank all not only the current 
but also the past AHEPA leaders, D5 Lodge Officers and all the 
AHEPA brothers Iha\ I have had the distinct honor and privilege to 
serve with and whose support and guidance have enabled and en-
couraged me to continue to serve in D5 Lodge. Without their help, 
mentoring and support I would not have reached this far. It goes 
without saying that D5 is a most exceptional dislfict in our AHEPA 
fami ly as we have witnessed the honor lo have 2 Supreme Presidents 
from our district, the  current Supreme President, Brother George 
Horiates and the past Supreme President, Brother Andy Zacharia-
des as well as many worthy AHEPA D5 and National Leaders. 
 Our District Lodge has an exciting year planned and we are 
eager lo share our events with all the AHEPA members of D5. 
Our District has a lot to be proud of  with all of its achievements, 
philanthropy and community service acts, the Cancer Founda-
tion, AHEPA Service Dogs for Warriors, Workshops In Fall and 
Spring, Scholarships, OXI Day celebration, Greek Independence 
Day Parades in Philadelphia and New York, lhe Hellenic History 
Tournament, Including participation in other civic affairs, Odyssey 
Charter School - a model success story or this generation, Hellenic 
Reller and response and aid to the Covld-19 pandemic as well as 
other natural disasters.
 Our calendar of the upcoming year indudes visitations to other 
chapters and we are detennined to continue the effort and dedi-
cation towards lhe continued growth of lhe order of AHEPA and 
the presentaation of Hellenism. Our travels to all the D5 chapters 
have always been an extremely rewarding experience which allows 
us to meet new Brothers, make new friends and expand our hori-
zons  through the constant participation and active support or the 
chapter members and officers. AHEPA District 5 knows no bound-
aries! WE WILL NOT BE ISOLATED or TAKE ANY DAY OFF!! 

Brother George N. Pappas
District Governor

Brother George N. Pappas
District Governor

Faternally,
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Wishing everyone a great AHEPA year.

Brother Philip Vogis PDG, PSG Region 3
Business Manager

Message from the 
Business Manager
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	Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is my pleasure to report to the entire AHEPA Family that this year, the AHEPA Voice magazine 
has received the first prize AWARD from the National Publications Board at the 97th Supreme 
Convention in Chicago IL. It is a great honor for our magazine to be the top magazines in the 
AHEPA Domain. I would like to THANK all the chapters for sharing their chapter news with the 
AHEPA Domain. We look forward to another great year, that District #5 NJ/DE can be proud on 
its accomplishments. I would like to thank Brother Lee Millas PDG Editor, and our publication 
board for their support in making our magazine a first class reading publication. Please continue 
to submit your chapter articles to the editor for inclusion in our future magazines. I would like to 
wish everyone a great AHEPA Year.

I would like to wish all the Brothers and Sisters along with their families a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. The best gift I can give you is, stay true to yourself and stay healthy.

Fraternally,
Brother Philip Vogis PDG, PSG Region 3
Business Manager
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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you very much for your support to the AHEPA Voice magazine. Your chapter 
contributions and news articles, again has made our magazine the number ONE magazine in the AHEPA Domain. The 
Publications Board and I would like to wish you and your families a Wonderful and Safe Summer. We truly appreciate the 
support from all of our D5 AHEPA Family members. In addition, please continue to support our advertisers that make our 
magazine possible.  

Fraternally: 
Brother Phil Vogis PDG PSG R3 
Business Manager 

Message from the Business Manager 

 Philip Vogis 

Brother Philip Vogis PDG, PSG Region 3
Business Manager

 We are heading to our new AHEPA year starting September 2020 where the chapters will 
hold their meetings either in-person or via Zoom.
 I would like to congratulate our new District Governor Brother George Pappas for taking 
the lead this year, to make AHEPA a truly great organization as is in our MISSION statement. 
Best of luck Brother George Pappas and we look forward to working with you.
 I would like to ask our chapter Brothers that if you have any contacts in the business sector, 
please get an ad for the AHEPA Voice magazine. It is their financial support that makes our 
magazine possible. We have begun to publish an ALL color magazine and the cost went up. We 
want to continue to provide you with all the chapter news throughout District 5. The AHEPA 
Voice has won numerous First Prize awards at the Supreme Conventions and we would like 
to continue this process. I would like to thank the Editor Brother Lee Millas, the Publication 
Board for their support. Please support the advertisers that are listed in our magazine, since 
they make our AHEPA Voice possible.

Brother George N. Pappas
District Governor

AHEPA ADULT GREEK LANGUAGE PROGRAM
Learn modern Greek in a fun no pressure setting, taught by professional Greek language teachers.

 Learn more about the culture and converse with your fellow students in one of the most beautiful languages in the world.

Fall and Spring semesters consist of 10 classes each.

Advanced Classes held on Fridays 4:30 to 6:30pm beginning October 9, 16, 23, 30
November 6,13,20. No class Thanksgiving; December 4, 11, 18.

Beginners classes on Thursdays 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

October 8,15, 22,28; November 5,12,19. No class Thanksgiving

Location St. Nicholas Church in Wyckoff NJ.

Everyone is welcome, no Greek background necessary!
These classes are fun with an emphasis on conversational Greek and everyday use of the language.

First time student registration is $350 which includes a textbook. Returning students pay $200 per semester.
Register today for this successful program now in its 17th year!

NOTE: Credit for all registered attendees during Spring of 2020,  7 classes will be given due to Covid shut down.

REGISTER BY SEPTEMBER 30TH

NIKO SPIRIDAKIS at 201-481-2882 or email at nikospiridakis@gmail.com
Teachers: Anna Megaris and John Tsadilas.
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District NewsDistrict News

 As mentioned on the cover page, the Order of Ahepa in District No. 5 is “moving on 

in difficult times” ...... and it certainly is. For the first time ever, the District held a virtual 

convention which accomplished the duties of hearing officers and committee reports and 

election of a new district lodge to lead us forward. 

 Congratulations for a job well done under difficult issues and our best wishes to the new 

governor, George Pappas, on his election. 

 On a higher level, our Supreme President George Horiates, heading like an express train, 

was stopped dead in his tracks by our countries shut down, thus stopping what would have 

been a record setting year. I can truly imagine his frustration in being unable to perform the 

duties and obligations of his office that he was well on his way to accomplish. The good news 

is that he will now be serving a second term and we are sure his continued success will not be 

denied. 

 Georgette Boulegeris, Grand Secretary of the Daughters of Penelope will also continue in 

office and we all look to her as the future leader of the Daughters. 

 Please excuse my partiality in mentioning that the Trenton Chapter No 72 was  awarded 

the honor of being the number one chapter in the Ahepa Domain. The announcement 

was made by the Supreme President at the virtual convention in August. The officers and 

membership proudly accepted this honor when a handsome plaque was presented personally 

by the Supreme President at the chapters election night dinner held the last week of August. 

 There are many things coming up that we can look forward to and none more  important 

than when a vaccine can be found to counteract this terrible virus that is affecting us all. 

Getting back to some semblance of the way we used to live is something that we all pray for. 

 Ahepa chapter meetings are beginning and although we missed, what might have been, 

a great convention at Disneyland this year, we can all look forward to the next Supreme 

Convention in Athens Greece. Hopefully, at that time, travel will be back to “almost” normal. 

Also, we are all looking forward to the opening of the St Nicholas Church in New York. Stay 

well everyone!

     

     Brother Lee J. Millas, PDG, PBT

     Editor

Message from the Editor

American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association PAGE 5

WHY ARE THEY NOT IN GREECE ????? 

When we of Hellenic Heritage travel throughout the world, it always gives one a sense of pride when 
we hear tour guides mention that the “Greeks” built this and the “Greeks” created that! And never has 
this feeling been more appreciated when heard on a recent trip to London and the British Museum, the 
current residence of the Elgin Marbles, the sculptures removed by Lord Elgin from the face of our beloved 
Parthenon in Athens. And, although it pains me to say this, but, viewing those magnificent statues was 
not really upsetting as the museum did a masterful job of displaying them and, I might add, they gave due 
credit to Greece for their creation. Surely, their presence in London brought many more viewers and were 
appreciated by more than ever possible if displayed in Greece. The reason for this was clear as Athens had 
no appropriate place for displaying these beloved gems from the great history of Ancient Greece ......  
NOW GREECE DOES!

The new Museum in Athens is as nice as any and its’ location opposite the Acropolis, makes this site the 
one, and only one, suitable to display these beautiful artifacts to remind the world of the glory that was 
Greece. Unfortunately, over the years, the Greek Government as well as several other concerned groups 
have actively engaged in an effort to have these marbles returned to Greece with obviously no success. 
Now, just maybe, the Order of Ahepa can add its’ name to the list of those demanding a solution. We have 
raised millions of dollars for various projects and programs throughout the years and there is no reason why 
we cannot actively pursue this as a national Ahepa project. The voices of our leadership and our members, 
in addition to a public relations campaign using newspaper ads and other media, would certainly add 
another strong supporter to this most important issue that will not only guarantee our credibility for future 
generations, but may also add to our membership ..... with others who share the same goal.

Unfortunately, over the years, due to a variety of circumstances, Greece has allowed many other valuable 
and historic artifacts leave its’ shores, leaving our Motherland with the loss of antiquities which had 
recognized Greece as one of the greatest civilizations in world history. Now, as the largest Hellenic

 Page 4  oice

Message from the Editor 

Lee J. Millas
Brother Lee J. Millas

Editor
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Christendom and for nearly one thousand as the Crown 
jewel of Byzantium. 
 The Byzantine Empire fell to the Ottoman Turks in 1453. 
Hagia Sophia was then turned into a mosque. It remained so 
for nearly another 500 years until modern Turkey’s first ruler 
Kemal Ataturk, decided to turn it into a museum. Ataturk’s 
reasons were complex, he was no lover of Hellenism, having 
fought the bitter war with Greece between 1919 and 1920 
which resulted in a forced exchange of populations that all 
but destroyed the Greek community of Turkey. But Ataturk 
was above all determined to turn Turkey into a secular west-
ern style state. As a museum, Hagia Sophia would symbolize 
the spirit of a modern and modernizing Turkey. Greece in 
particular made it clear that it would view such a gesture 
with favor. The great church would recover or restore Chris-
tian mosaics, sculpture , and the artifacts that were long 
covered or removed. No worship would be permitted but, 
the two great religions that had shared its history would be 
acknowledged and honored. 

 In a recent issue of the Ahepa Voice, the cover was graced 
with a photo of Hagia Sophia, No one was thinking at the 
time that Turkey would actually fulfill their threats and turn 
that beautiful Church into a mosque. To the displeasure of 
all......they did! Therefore, we would take to share with you 
portions of a recently published article by Dr. Robert Zaller, 
Professor Emeritus, Department of History at Drexel Univer-
sity. Lee Millas - Editor 
 “It could not have been known, but those fortunate 
enough to have seen Hagia Sophia between 1935 and 2020 
will now be denied that wonderful opportunity that gen-
erations have enjoyed. Although we fervently hope other-
wise, this may be the case for some time to come. 
 Hagia Sofia was designed by the Emperor Justinian, 
both as a great temple of Christendom and as a Supreme 
monument of the Byzantine Empire . In that sense, it was 
unique as a structure that embodied both the sacred and 
the secular aspects of a great culture. Its only parallel was 
the Parthenon, the temple both of the goddess Athena and 
of Athenian democracy itself. Hagia Sophia would survive 
for more than 500 years as the great symbol of a united 

A Visit To Hagia Sophia, Constantinople, Turkey

Photo credit: Brother Lee J. Millas

Continued on page 8
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 If the Parthenon is better known to many, no building 
has a greater impact on the world, not only as a model for 
Christian churches but for Muslim mosques. It is also one 
that has withstood great fires and earthquakes and been, 
at many times, rebuilt. Much of its artwork was destroyed 
when Constantinople fell to Mehmed the Conqueror in 
1453. Always, it has been renewed and revived. 
 In the 1930s, the great church was in disrepair, No lon-
ger with the resources and prestige of the Ottoman Em-
pire to support but dependent on a far more impoverished 
Turkey. This may have been on Ataturk’s mind when he 
made it into an ecumenical monument and decreed it a 
museum. International funds flowed in and it was declared 
a world historical landmark, possession not of a single state 
or religion .... but of all. It would now become an object of 
veneration itself, a symbol of religious community, histor-
ical continuity, and human aspiration. Even for those who 
no longer brought a personal faith to it, it symbolized the 
grandeur that only a great and enduring House of worship 
can have. 
 Recep Tayyip Erdogan came to power in Turkey, first as 
prime minister and then as president. Erdogan was the first 
islamist politician to become chief of state. His emergence 

A Visit To Hagia Sophia, Constantinople, Turkey

was seen as a threat to Turkey’s more than eighty-year tra-
dition of secular rule. 
 Erdogan had floated the idea of reconverting it into a 
mosque as early as 2013 and, step by step, pronouncement 
by pronouncement, he had laid the groundwork for doing 
so. There was political profit in merely suggesting it as a 
major base of his power remains Muslim nationalist and 
although voices around the globe denounced the proposal, 
it was clearly a gesture of solidarity with the Islamic, and 
particularly, the Arab world. Above all, it was a means of 
asserting Turkish independence and of Erdogans person-
al indifference to world, and especially western, opinion. 
Strong men usually affirmed their power at some point 
by an action that, whether concrete or symbolic, defies 
international norms. By reconstructing Hagia Sophia as a 
mosque, he has desecrated a place that belongs to humani-
ty as a whole. All of us should be grateful that we were able 
to visit this great church when it was a universal symbol for 
all mankind to see. The monument remains, and so does 
the Greek name that has, and always will belong to it. ...... 
the Temple of Holy Wisdom. Let us hope that that wisdom 
can soon be physically reclaimed for Hagia Sophia itself. 
Spiritually ...... it can never be!”

Continued from page 7

Photo credit: Brother Lee J. Millas
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 Ahepan of the year
Dear Selection Committee,

I am writing to thank you for my 
selection as AHEPAN of the year 
2020.  I am honored to be selected 
and humbled to accept this honor 
and recognition on behalf of all the 
healthcare workers serving our cit-
izens and fighting this terrible dis-
ease.  AHEPA has always been on the forefront of societal is-
sues and been generous in support of Hellenic and American 
causes. I am proud to be a member of such an organization 
and look forward to serving the AHEPA and our communi-
ty as we honor our “Century of Service. “God bless you and 
God Bless America.  

 Sincerely,
 Elias Iliadis MD
 AHEPA Camden Chapter 69

 Ahepan Secretary of the Year 

 I would like to thank District 
5 for honoring me as Secretary 
of the Year at this year’s virtual 
district convention. I was raised 
with AHEPA in my family from 
my grandfather whose chapter 
helped build St. Demetrios in As-
toria, to my dad who served as a 
District Governor in NY and was 
a 70 year member. I’m proud to continue in their memo-
ries and this recognition is certainly a high point. Thank 
you Brothers. 

   Dimitri Dimitriades
                         Garden State Chapter #517
   Holmdel

Trenton #72 Awarded
 “Chapter of the Year”

 At this year’s District 5 “Zoom” Convention it 
was announced that the 
Trenton Chapter #72 of A.H.E.P.A. was selected as 
the “Chapter of the Year”. 
The chapter’s list of accomplishments was capped by 
its immediate response of service to aid workers treat-
ing Covid-19 cases. Over the past few months the 
Trenton chapter delivered hundreds of meals to the 
emergency wards of six area hospitals.
 With nearly 140 members, the chapter remains 
strong in its dedication to philanthropy, civic and 
family obligations, Hellenism and education. Along 
with the chapter’s several donations and scholarship 
awards, it plays an active role in its local St. George 
Church, both in its representation on the Parish 
Council and in its availability to assist the church 
with its events.
The chapter had also fully funded a service dog for 
the A.H.E.P.A.’s Service Dogs for Warriors initiative.
 Other successfully held events were its annual 
“Taverna Weekend” and the annual Christmas Din-
ner, with over 100 members attending. Also hosted 
for the first time was a “Bouzouki Night”, and its suc-
cess assured its continuation.
 Congratulations Trenton #72 for your exemplary 
year!

Chapter President of the Year

Peter Doulis
President of the Year

South Jersey Chapter #162
Vineland, NJ

Peter Doulis 
President of the Year 
South Jersey Chapter #162 
Vineland, NJ 
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Ramapo Chapter #453 Donation to Feed the Hungry

Brothers:

 To assist those who are in need during these COVID-19 trying times our  
philanthropic AHEPA RAMAPO CHAPTER 453 has donated to the Philop-
tochos Ladies Society of St. Nicholas $600.00 as requested toward feeding the 
hungry.
 Through our donation the Philoptochos Ladies Society was able to con-
tribute to the following Food Banks in the Northern NJ area.  The CFA Food 
Bank, located in Mahwah, Social Services Assoc. of Ridgewood Food Bank in 
Ridgewood,  Eva’s Kitchen located in Paterson, and Bridges Outreach Food 
Bank in Summit. Each Food Bank received $400.00
 
    Wishing you all and your families best of health.

       Brother, Paul Goulet, President

 D5 Lodge, AHEPA and DOP lunch

District Governor: George N. Pappas
District Secretary: Savvas Kyriacou

Lou Stefanou: Warden
PSP Andy Zachariades

Daughters of Penelope D5 Lodge members
District Governor: Antoinette Marousis-Zachariades

District Lt. Governor: Dina Vassiliou Fanikos
District Secretary: Karen Pascal

District Treasurer: Antonia Papadopoulos
District Marshal: Karen Knicos

August 16th at Jimmy’s American Grill in Bordentown, NJ

District News
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Trenton Chapter #72 Number One in Ahepa Domain

Seated left to right, Lee Millas - PDG 
George Pappas - District Governor, Richard Roscoe - President 

Jim Knicos - Secretary, Standing: Asteris Fanikos - PDG 
Stavros Papafilipakis - Vice President 
George Horiates - Supreme President 

George Koutsouradis - Treasurer 

 As we all know, the Supreme Ahepa Convention was can-
celled due to the pandemic and for the first time ever, the 
national officers and committee reports were shown on the 
internet. At the same time, the Supreme President, George 
Horiates, announced the selection of the outstanding chapter 
in the Ahepa Domain and that selection was District No 5’s 
Trenton Chapter No. 72. Shortly after, in late August, Broth-
er George traveled to Trenton to attend the chapters election 
night banquet to present a beautiful plaque to the membership 
in recognition of this honor. Also attending this event was the 
District Governor George Pappas along with several members 
of the district lodge. Over 45 members of the Trenton Chapter 
were in attendance. 
 The Trenton Ahepa Family has long been extremely active 
in District and National activities having 2 Grand Presidents 
of the Maids of Athena, 2 Supreme Presidents of the Sons of 
Pericles and a Grand President of the Daughters of Penelope 
a Supreme President of Ahepa and 9 Past District Governors. 
Recently, the chapter has been providing food and masks to 
the local hospitals and first responders. The chapter also pur-
chased a dog which has been assigned to a military veteran and 

of course, the dog is named Trenton. 
 The officers and membership of Trenton 72 gratefully 
and proudly accept this great honor. 

Trenton Chapter #72
Trenton # 72 Brothers George Rose, Lee Millas, Strat Peters, 
Chris Papadopoulos, Dino Demetriou, Matt Voulgarakis & 
wife Libby delivered 30 Chicken dinners with salad & des-
serts to the ER staff at St. Mary’s Hospital in Langhorne PA.  
The food was prepared by Brother Niko Angelakis at Colonial 
Farms in Washington Crossing, PA. Chairman Stavros Papafili-
pakis had to work and could not join us today.

Ramapo Chapter #453 
The AHEPA Rampapo Chapter #453 is happy to announce initation of three new Ahepans 
at it’s first meeting for the fiscal year on September 15th, 2020.

Charles Charllis, VP; Brother George Skoufis; Paul Goulet, 
President; Charles Pflager, Secretary; James Moustopoulos, 

Treasurer: Brother Nikolas Constantinedes

Charles Charllis, Vice President
 Paul Goulet President, Brother Ronald E. Grant 

and James Moustopoulos, Treasurer.

Brother Ronald P. Grant, father a 25 
year Ahepan and son Brother Ronald 

E.Grant newly initiated.
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 Billy Gazonas, raised in Trenton, New Jersey, a son 
of Greek-Americans, with Greek traditions and strong 
Orthodox faith, ultimately achieved the highest pinna-
cles of success in the soccer world: a member of both 
a State High School Championship soc-
cer team in 1973 and a NCAA Cham-
pionship team at tiny Hartwick College 
in Oneonta, New York and a Hermann 
Trophy winner as the Nation’s Out-
standing College Soccer Player in 1978, 
followed by a 6 year professional soccer 
career in the North American Soccer 
League.  However, “That Little Son of a 
B**ch!, A Soccer Journey from Tears and 
Humiliation to National Champions 
and Hermann Trophy Winner”, penned 
by Gazonas, is much more than a cata-
loging of his stellar achievements in the 
soccer world. Rather, it is 
the compelling, riveting 
tale of an undersized and 
overlooked young athlete 
who was determined to 
play at the highest levels 
of soccer, and realized his 
dreams only by remarkable 
perseverance, hard work 
and determination.  
 Gazonas, inducted 
into the Order of AHEPA’s 
Hellenic Athletic Hall of Fame in 2013 for his soccer 
accomplishments, spinning a tale of a player electing 
to try-out at Hartwick College, the then premier soccer 
college program in the 1970’s, spurring opportunities to 
play at less accomplished soccer programs, despite even 
Hartwick’s coach encouraging him to play at a lesser 
soccer school.  It chronologically charts his trajectory, 
from barely making the team early in his freshman year 
but not playing at all, then taking advantage of playing 
opportunities due to others’ injuries and impressing his 
coach with his work ethic and indefatigable effort, to 

Billy Gazonas AHEPA Athletic Hall of Fame

eventually becoming a valued team member and ulti-
mately an indispensable leader of the Hartwick soccer 
team.  The story ends in triumph, as Hartwick, in Bill’s 
last game as a college player, wins the NCAA Nation-

al Championship and Billy is acclaimed 
as the nation’s best soccer player, a result 
that would have been unimaginable four 
(4) short years earlier.  
 “That Little Son of a B**ch” lays out in 
detail his sole-minded determination to 
accomplish his goals, at the expense of 
the normal college student’s social life 
and even his studies.  Bill’s dogged pur-
suit of those goals serves as an exemplar 
of one achieving success in any area or 
forum of life, being sports, business, or 
professional or family relationships, his 
sole focus being to prioritize goals and 

never admit defeat. Whether 
one is a soccer or a sports fan, 
or one simply seeking to be 
motivated by Billy Gazonas’ 
formula of hard work and 
determination, leading to the 
realization of one’s dreams, 
“That Little Son of a B**ch” is 
a marvelous read.
 That Billy Gazonas was 
honored by AHEPA’s induc-
tion into its’ Athletic Hall of 

Fame, in which he gave a rousing acceptance speech 
thanking his beloved late parents, praising his Hellenic 
heritage and Orthodox faith, and sharing his life’s jour-
ney of one overcoming doubters and skeptics, certainly 
resonated with this reviewer and made this read more 
pertinent, his story is a timeless and universal one, that 
of achieving and realizing one’s goals and dreams not 
through any privilege or advantage, but through perse-
verance and single-minded determination.  These les-
sons from Billy can be applied beyond the athletic fields 
to all endeavors of life.
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• Garden State Chapter # 517 donated 
1000 masks to be used by Father Lekkas, 
office staff and parish at Kimisis Tis Theot-
okou Church in Holmdel, NJ.

• Our chapter also donated $2,000 for the 
Fulfill, formally The Food Bank of Mon-
mouth and Ocean counties. Many people 
need food due to virus, many have had no 
work, and no income. Our donations will 
feed 100s in our community.

• A Donation of $200 to Holmdel First 
Aid Squad to purchase supplies including 
masks, and PIP needed to protect members 
from catching Virus.

Ackowledgements by the First Responders 
to the Holmdel Chapter #517

• Garden State Chapter # 517 donated 1000 masks to be used by Father 
Lekkas, office staff and parish at Kimisis Tis Theotokou Church in Holmdel, 
NJ. 

 
• Our chapter also donated $2,000 for the Fulfill, formally The Food Bank of 

Monmouth and Ocean counties. Many people need food due to virus, many 
have had no work, and no income. Our donations will feed 100s in our 
community. 
 

• A Donation of $200 to Holmdel First Aid Squad to purchase supplies 
including masks, and PIP needed to protect members from catching Virus. 
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AHEPA – GARDEN STATE - CHAPTER #517 

HOLMDEL. N.J. 

This year our chapter has awarded 3 
Scholarships. Awards were      pre-
sented by brother Tom Protentis on 
August 16, 2020 after service. 
• Elias Dimarhos ( also D5 Award ) 

 Stamatia Angelides 

 Jonathan Viris (not Present) 

Our chapter remodeled the Kitchen 
at Kimisis Tis Theotoukou church, 
Holmdel, NJ .  
New walk in freezer, new range, 2 
grills, refrigeration, Freezer, island 
with refrigeration and heat lamps, 
shelving ,Fryer and update electri-
cal, Just over $40,000 & chaired and 
supervised by our VP Brother Bill 
Parlamis. 

New 95 spot parking lot complet-
ed at  Kimisis Tis Theotoukou 
church, Holmdel, NJ . Our chapter 
donated $30,000. Our brothers 
Greg Ploussas and Steve Kontos 
organized and supervised con-
struction donating many hours of 
their own time at no charge to 
complete the parking lot in Au-

AHEPA # 517 has donated 1000 masks to Kimisis Church, and $3,000 to the Monmouth County Food Bank 

.

Trenton Chapter #72 
Trenton Brothers delivering food to ER staffs at Capital 
Heath, St. Francis Hospital ,  St. Mary’s Hospital
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George Angelakis
Scholarship Recipient

Katherine Mantzavinos
Scholarship Recipient

Markos Eugenis
Scholarship Recipient

Sophia Carayannopoulos
Scholarship Recipient

Elias Dimarhos
Scholarship Recipient

Sofia Dongaris
Scholarship Recipient

Anthi Panagiotidis
Scholarship Recipient

Top Seven Winners
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EUREKA #52    UNION NJ      
  
Sophia* Carayannopoulos smacarayannopoulos26@gmail.com Rutgers Biomedical Engineering Piscataway NJ 
Eva* Lambrianakos evalambrianakos@gmail.com University of Chicago Ecological and Mathematics Chicago IL 
Letta* Greberis lgreberis@gmail.com University of Delaware Biology Wilmington  DE 
 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON #54  PARAMUS NJ     

Yiannis* Leakas yleakas@gmail.com  Finance   
Nicoletta* Venizelos nicoletta.venizelos@gmail.com  Engineering   
Daphne*  Sardis daphnesardis@gmail.com     
Eleni* Vardakis elenimarlia@gmail.com Hoffstra University Business New York NY 
Kyriaki (Kyra)* Melizanis kmelizanis@gmail.com University of Delaware Communications Wilmington DE 
 

CAMDEN #69  CHERRY HILL NJ

Charles Horiates amhoriates@yahoo.com Coastal Carolina  Criminal Justice Jacksonville NC
   Community College
Gina  Chryssofos ginac33@icloud.com University of Pennsylvania Biology and Pre Health Philadelphia PA 
Nicholas Kokolis kalik4@comcast.net Rowan University Health and Wellness Mgnt Glassboro NJ 
Niki Kokolis nikikokolis@verizon.net Rutgers University Psychology  Camden NJ 
Zachary Horiates zacharynh1@hotmail.com The College of New Jersey Communications Studies Ewing NJ 
Constantine Bansantis lilylmb@aol.com Rutgers University Business Accounting Camden NJ 
John Armentani johnarmentani20@gmail.com Drexel University Finance and marketing Philadelphia PA 
Emmanuel Mikros georgemikros67@gmail.com Rowan University Accounting and Mngt Info Camden NJ 
Elias Horiates  Stockton University  Galloway NJ

TRENTON #72  TRENTON NJ
       
George* Angelakis ga.angelakis@gmail.com Penn State University Business State College OH 
Anthi* Panagiotidis anthipann@gmail.com Manhattan College  New York City NY 
Nickole Pappas  Tampa University  Tampa FL 
Anastasia* Passalaris aepassalaris@gmail.com Hamilton College  Hamilton NY 
Paul Pavlow  Bucks County Community College Newtown PA  
 
 
      
MONROE #75 PISCATAWAY NJ
       
Desi  Kostis desikostis@gmail.com Middlesex County College   NJ 
Anastasios Chronis taso.chronis810@gmail.com Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University  FL 
Kalliopi Zaharopoulou kellyastros@icloud.com Middlesex County College   NJ 
Styliani Petrou stellapetrou15@gmail.com The College of New Jersey   NJ 
Peter Skourtis peterskourtis@gmail.com Rutgers Business School   NJ 
Alexander Stieglitz as2018grad@gmail.com Rowan University   NJ 
Anthonis* Kalogridis tonykalo02@gmail.com Rutgers U of School of Engineering Piscataway NJ

Scholarship Winners
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Daphne*  Sardis daphnesardis@gmail.com     
Eleni* Vardakis elenimarlia@gmail.com Hoffstra University Business New York NY 
Kyriaki (Kyra)* Melizanis kmelizanis@gmail.com University of Delaware Communications Wilmington DE 
 

CAMDEN #69  CHERRY HILL NJ

Charles Horiates amhoriates@yahoo.com Coastal Carolina  Criminal Justice Jacksonville NC
   Community College
Gina  Chryssofos ginac33@icloud.com University of Pennsylvania Biology and Pre Health Philadelphia PA 
Nicholas Kokolis kalik4@comcast.net Rowan University Health and Wellness Mgnt Glassboro NJ 
Niki Kokolis nikikokolis@verizon.net Rutgers University Psychology  Camden NJ 
Zachary Horiates zacharynh1@hotmail.com The College of New Jersey Communications Studies Ewing NJ 
Constantine Bansantis lilylmb@aol.com Rutgers University Business Accounting Camden NJ 
John Armentani johnarmentani20@gmail.com Drexel University Finance and marketing Philadelphia PA 
Emmanuel Mikros georgemikros67@gmail.com Rowan University Accounting and Mngt Info Camden NJ 
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TRENTON #72  TRENTON NJ
       
George* Angelakis ga.angelakis@gmail.com Penn State University Business State College OH 
Anthi* Panagiotidis anthipann@gmail.com Manhattan College  New York City NY 
Nickole Pappas  Tampa University  Tampa FL 
Anastasia* Passalaris aepassalaris@gmail.com Hamilton College  Hamilton NY 
Paul Pavlow  Bucks County Community College Newtown PA  
 
 
      
MONROE #75 PISCATAWAY NJ
       
Desi  Kostis desikostis@gmail.com Middlesex County College   NJ 
Anastasios Chronis taso.chronis810@gmail.com Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University  FL 
Kalliopi Zaharopoulou kellyastros@icloud.com Middlesex County College   NJ 
Styliani Petrou stellapetrou15@gmail.com The College of New Jersey   NJ 
Peter Skourtis peterskourtis@gmail.com Rutgers Business School   NJ 
Alexander Stieglitz as2018grad@gmail.com Rowan University   NJ 
Anthonis* Kalogridis tonykalo02@gmail.com Rutgers U of School of Engineering Piscataway NJ

WILMINGTON #95  WILMINGTON DE 

Katharine* Mantzavinos kmmantzavinos@gmail.com  Arts & Visual Communications  
Constantine* Fournaris gfournaris@gmail.com  Accounting

THOMAS JEFFERSON #280  WESTFIELD NJ     

Lea* Cerini leacerini3@gmail.com Rutgers Environmental and  Piscataway NJ 
    BioScience

BERGEN KNIGHTS #285 TENAFLY NJ     

Sophia*  Dongaris sophiadongaris@gmail.com  Inter Relations and Economics  
Kyra* Pialtos   Pre Med Cardiovascular Surgeon  
 
       
THOMAS EDISON #287  OCEAN NJ 

Markos* Eugenis markoseugenis5@gmail.com Mary Mt. Manhattan College Musical Theater Manhattan NY 
Corinne  DeGegorge corinnd101@gmail.com Delaware University  Delaware MD 
Jamie LeMire lemirejaime@gmail.com Union College  Schenectady NY 
Gregory Haralamoudis gregdh@outlook.com University of North Florida  Jacksonville FL 
Nicole Generelli generellijulie@prahs.com St Joseph University  Philadelphia PA  
 

EAGLE ROCK #375  ROSELAND NJ      
 
George Epitropakis epitropakis@verizon.net Loyola University  Balitmore MD

RAMAPO #453  WYCKOFF NJ

Alexander Vogis-Bedoya bigalbed@yahoo.com Stevens Institute of Technology Electrical Engineering Hoboken NJ 
Justin Lebet justindla25@promail.com Stevens Institute of Technology Computer Science Hoboken NJ 
Eleni Konstantellis elenikonstantellis@gmail.com Fordham University    
Nicoletta Manoussakis nicoletta.manoussakis@gmail.com Seton Hall University   NJ   
Stella  Bayiokos stellabayiokos@gmail.com Stevens Institute of Technology  Hoboken NJ 
Christopher Gasparis christophergg37@aol.com Ransselear Institure of Technology Albany NY 
Maria Manoussakis mariam4692@gmail.com Stevens Institute of Technology  Hoboken NJ 
Lillianna Gikas lilligikas@icloud.com Syracuse University  Syracuse NY 
Sophia Savas sophiasavas99@gmail.com Catholic University of America    
 
 

GARDEN STATE #517  HOMDEL NJ
       
Elias* Dimarhos dimarhose@icloud.com TCNJ Engineering Program Trenton NJ 
Jonathan* Viris      
Stamatia* Angelides
        
 
       
 
               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  * Denotes graduates that applied to the district scholarships.  
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Scholarship Winners THANK YOU’s

Dear Ramapo Chapter #453 
Scholarship Committee:

 First of all, I would like to thank the Ra-
mapo Chapter #453 scholarship committee for 
given me the opportunity to compete for an 
academic/ merit scholarship. I am very blessed 
to have been considered as a candidate for this 
AHEPA scholarship. Being awarded the Tom 
Pappas Scholarship is an honor given to me 
by such a prestigious American-Hellenic or-
ganization, and I am proud to have my family 
affiliated with AHEPA Family. I am very grate-
ful and again thankful for being awarded this 
scholarship. I look forward to furthering my 
involvement with AHEPA and represent our 
Hellenic heritage and identity with pride. 
 With my best regards and thank you very 
much.

             Alex Vogis-Bedoya

Ramapo Chapter #453, 

Wyckoff, NJ,

Hi Mr. Stavrou, Scholarship Committee Chairman:

Though I told you on the phone, I wanted to reach out and thank you again for 

the scholarship I was awarded! I am so blessed to have this opportunity which 

many people do not get. I feel so assured knowing that I have a community of 

people standing behind supporting my future endeavors. 

                 Sincerely,

                 Nicoletta Manoussakis
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Trenton Chapter #72
 Great Job all around brother, with the help of Paul Yaicas (purple 
scrubs, no hat below), we were able to donate meals to the lunch and 
dinner staff at UPENN medical Center Tuesday. Total individuals 
that were fed was 60 people. Assisting on delivery was Jimmy K., 
Simon R., Terry P., Tom P., and Stavros P.
 The meals were made through Massimo, located in Robbinsville, 
NJ. Massimo is affiliated with our brother Vinnie. His wife Thekla 
assisted in organizing the food. Attached is the letter that was sent 
with the food.

Trenton Chapter #72
 Chairman Stavros joined by Brothers Parish, Sim Rochonchou, 
JK, Deno Zimnes & George Demetriades ( who drove down from 
Jersey City) picked up food for 30 at Pat’s Diner and delivered to 
Helene Fuld ( Capital Health) in N. Trenton.
 Great job brothers,Alot of brothers came out and helped out. 
Thank you to Pat’s Diner and their staff for making alot of food for 
the nurses at Helene Fuld.  Onward to St. Francis !!!

Monroe Chapter #75
 The brothers of Monroe Chapter #75 (New Brunswick, 
NJ)  have been busy responding to our philanthropic mission 
over the past several months.
 In March, brothers Carmine Albanese and Dean Solomos 
travelled to St. Peter’s University Hospital in New Brunswick, 
NJ and presented a $1,000 donation to defray the cost of 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).
 In May, brothers Bill Fottis and Dean Solomos travelled 
to Franklin Township, NJ and made a $600 donation to the 
Franklin Food Bank. We were told that $100 will feed a fam-
ily of three for one month.
 In June,brothers Tom Sulich and Carmine Albanese trav-
elled to New Brunswick, NJ and made a $600 donation to 
Elijah’s Promise Soup Kitchen.
 We continue to collect funds and are in the process of ar-

ranging an additional contribution to Fish, Inc, a soup kitchen 
in Dunellen,NJ.. as well as coordinating pizza deliveries to the 
first responders that support our Piscataway, NJ location.
 Finally, another donation on behalf of Monroe 75 will be 
made to our beloved St George Greek Orthdox Church - New 
Brunswick, NJ.
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Ramapo Chapter #453 Supports Saint Nicholas Greek School
 The Brothers of Ahepa Ramapo Chapter 453 has been a proud and honored contributor for the past  twenty-five 
years to our acknowledge our youth who have attended the Saint Nicholas Greek School.  This year 13 young Grad-
uates were presented with a certificate of accomplishment and an Oxford English to Greek/Greek Dictionary by 
Chairman Jim Manoussakis and President Paul Goulet.   
 The Ahepa Ramapo Chapter 453 is proud in supporting the primary focus of the Greek School to instill an ap-
preciation and awareness of the Greek language, as well as a feeling of love, pride, and respect for our Hellenic  heri-
tage and traditions.  The Saint Nicholas Greek School also, offers a comprehensive program which includes singing, 
dancing, and cultural enrichment.

Trenton Chapter #72
This morning’s  trip to St. Francis Hospital in Trenton delivering 30 meals 
to ER personnel. Led by Past Board of Trustee Lee J. Millas.
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AHEPA Global Simultaneous Fishing Tournament

AHEPA D5 members with the lead-
ership of our Supreme President, 
Brother George G. Horiates proud-
ly participated and had a great day 
of fun and fishing as D5 competed 
against AHEPA Districts and Chap-
ters across the US and around the 
world  who took part in the tourna-
ment at the same time!

Till next time! Kai tou hronou!

Saturday, August 1st

Chapter NewsChapter News

Trenton Chapter #72
 Hope this fines you well, delivery to Capital Health was greeted with cheers 
and happiness. Our local brother from Olives Restaurant was able to create 
meals for the overnight shift for the emergency room and AHEPA 72 was able 
to delivery. Our Maids and Sons were also able to donation over 30 masks to 
the hospital, which will be used toward nurses that take care of younger patients. 
Thanks to all the brothers that assisted in these trying times. We will overcome.
 We have assisted recently with Capital Health of Hopewell, NJ. Pictures are 
below, this outing involved feeding the overnight staff and ER nurses. The Sons 
and Maids created over 30 masks to donate as well.
 To Date- AHEPA Chapter 72 feed over 250+ Front-line heroes across 3 
major hospitals in Central New Jersey and delivered over 80 masks and some 
bottles of clorox wipes.

Monroe Chapter #75

Correction on the (3) Firehouses in lieu of 
pizzas each firehouse received a $50 check 
from our chapter. River Rd Fire Co., Holmes 
Marshall Fire Co, & Possumtown Volunteer 
Fire Co  Please submit these pics of Monroe 
75 ( Tom Sulich and Joh n Millas) making do-
nations to a local soup kitchen as well as to 
St George. Additionally we donated pizzas to 
three fire houses in Piscataway.
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Association. He served the Greek community as a founding 
member and past president of St. Thomas Greek Orthodox Church 
in Cherry Hill, NJ. He was a lifetime AHEPA member, serving as 
past president  of Camden chapter and district governor of the New 
Jersey and Delaware District #5. He was also a proud member of the 
Eleftheria VFW Post 6633 Greek-American Veterans Association, 
The Greek American Heritage Society of Philadelphia, American 
Legion Post #372, The St. Thomas Senior Housing Committee as 
well as the St. Thomas “Kali Parea.”
  For his lifetime devotion to Hellenism in the Delaware Valley 
and beyond, our George Burlotos was  unanimously selected by the 
Federation of Hellenic Societies of Philadelphia and the Greater 
Delaware Valley as the Eleftheria Award Recipient for 2018.  
AHEPA Supreme President George Horiates stated “George was 
an institution in the Greater Philadelphia area, we have lost a great 
man. His kind will never be replicated.”

  George Burlotos was born in 
Passaic, NJ, in 1923. As a child, his 
mother was ill with tuberculosis, 
so from 1929 until 1939, he lived 
mainly with relatives in Elika 
(Laconia) and Marousi, Greece. He 
returned from Greece as a 16-year-
old teenager and attended Woodrow 
Wilson High School in Camden, 
NJ. He thoroughly enjoyed the arts, 
played the violin and participated in 
school theater productions.
    In 1943, four days after graduation, 

George entered the U.S. Navy and served with the Amphibious 
Seabee forces in the South Pacific, including Guam, Guadalcanal, 
the invasion of Okinawa and other Pacific islands. It was while on 
Guam that George received word from the Naval Chaplin the tragic 
news of his mother’s death in May 1945 during the Communist 
insurgency in Greece. For his service in the Navy, George received 
the Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Ribbon with 
a Bronze Star for the Okinawa Campaign and the WWII Victory 
Medal. Upon discharge in 1946, he attended Temple University 
at night for five years and operated The Fruit Basket and George’s 
Restaurant in Camden and Cherry Hill, NJ, for several decades.
 PDG George Burlotos pictured with fellow chapter member  
and Veteran Elias Horiates George married Matina Laskaris 
of Wilmington, Delaware in 1953 and is the proud father of 
four children (Eleni, James, Nikonia, and Alexander) and nine 
grandchildren. Matina passed away in 1995.
     In 1949 George created the Pan-Hellenic Hour, a live radio 
program on WKDN in Camden, NJ. George continued the radio 
program for 35 years until 1984 when he started “The Greek Spirit,” 
a television broadcast under his direction and production. As its main 
correspondent and on-air personality, George was one of the most 
widely recognized and respected members of the Greek-American 
community promoting Hellenism in the Delaware Valley. “The 
Greek Spirit” was televised every Sunday evening reaching as far as 
New York , Baltimore and Central Pennsylvania.  George videotaped 
and presented functions such as special liturgies, doxologies, dances, 
performing dance groups, musical events and news from Greece. 
After 68 years on the air, George begrudgingly retired in November 
2017 at the young age of 94 when station WYBE was sold and ceased 
operations.  George was incredibly thankful for all the support he  
received from his viewers and sponsors who made his programs 
possible.
     Through the years, George was also involved in many professional, 
community and Greek organizations. George was the Chairman 
of the Cherry Hill Economic Development Board, the Chamber 
of Commerce and served as Vice-President of Lawn Del Savings 
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Our Departed Brothers & Sisters 
Stilianos Gerondelis passed away on Wednesday, May 30, 2018. He was 81 years old. Mr. Gerondelis was born in Mytilini, Lesvos, Greece. He had 
lived in Greece and Brazil before moving to the United States in 1961. He also served in the Greek Air Force. He has lived in Middlesex for 48 years. He 
was a self employed tailor at Gerondelis Brothers Dry Cleaning and Tailoring in Springfield. He served the community for 35 years in which he was 
awarded a lifetime PBA membership. He was a member of Saint George Greek Orthodox Church, Piscataway for 54 years. He offered his time and his 
talents for many years and in many capacities including a member of the Board of Trustees for 15 years and volunteering at the festival. 

A life member of the Order of AHEPA, Monroe Chapter #75, since 1964 where he served as Chapter President for many years and District Governor 2014-2015. 

He was a Mason for over 30 years at Union Lodge #19, F&AM, North Brunswick and he served as Worshipful Master for 2 terms and the Grand Chaplain for one 
term. Stilianos traveled the world with his wife and visited many beautiful places. He had a love of playing the bouzouki and wine making and always had a story or a 
joke to tell. 

Mr. Gerondelis is predeceased by his parents Efstathios and Athanasia (Meligonitis) Gerondelis, two sisters – Effie Calantjis, Mary Bernard and a brother Nicholas 
Gerondelis. Surviving are his wife Nikolitsa (Alexopoulos) Gerondelis of Middlesex; his three daughters – Sia DelGuercio (Larry) of Hillsborough; Eleni Jennings 
(Jerry) of Middlesex; Maria Kostelni (Charles) of Lexington, VA.; brothers Socrates Gerondelis of Durham, NC; Peter Gerondelis of South Plainfield. Six 
Grandchildren – Niki, Anthony, Amelia, Alexandra, James and Thomas. 

Savas J. Savas JULY 23, 1933 – MAY 25, 2018  Mr. Savas J. Savas, 84, born and raised in Bronx, NY and long-time resident of Westwood, NJ, 
passed away on May 25, 2018. Savas, proud son of Zoe and Demetrios, loving husband of Christina, devoted father of James and Cary, doting 
grandfather of Veronica and Rex, loyal brother of Leonidas and brother-in-law to Mae, caring uncle of Zoe and Steven, lived a joyous, healthy and 
prosperous life. Savas and his identical twin-brother Leonidas enjoyed a special brotherly bond and their childhood friends sometimes referred to them as 
a singular entity, “Twin”, instead of by their individual names. Savas was known to family, friends and co-workers as a kind, honest, happy, hard-
working, generous, thoughtful and dignified human being. He was a shining example of the best in all of us. 

Early in his career Savas was an accomplished draftsman at a navel architect firm and went on to serve as Executive Vice President at PJ Mechanical, where he 
proudly worked for thirty-seven years. Savas was a United States Army veteran serving in the Second Division at Fort Lewis during the Korean War. Savas was a 
member of the Masonic Lodge since 1960 and once served as Worshipful Master of Dante Lodge No. 919, 10th Manhattan District, NY. He was an active member 
of The Metropolitan Cathedral of St. John the Theologian in Tenafly, NJ and a proud member of the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association 
(AHEPA). Savas was a diehard St. Louis Cardinals fan, appreciated sailboats and cars, collected stamps, annually cultivated ‘his’ tomatoes 
and unapologetically dunked his cookies in milk. Savas will be greatly missed and never forgotten by his family and friends. 

Life member Chris Sarames passed away on March 23, 2017 at the age of 99.  He was born and raised in Patterson, NJ.  His family were members of the 
first St. Athanasios Church in Paramus, NJ. 

After serving in the Marine Corps during World War II, Chris married the former, and late, Bertha Pallantios.  In the 1950’s they settled in Mamaroneck, 
NY, where he was a restaurateur, and together raised two children.  He and Bertha were among the Founders of the Church of Our Saviour in Rye, NY.  

As the move to New York, as well as work, family, and church kept him very busy, he was unable to continue to be an active member of the Alexander Hamilton 
chapter.  However, he desired to maintain his membership to keep up with the news and activities of AHEPA and his brothers. 

Dr. George C. Kiriakopoulos passed away on Saturday, October 21, 2017. Born in Derby, CT to Konstantine and Triatafilia 
Kiriakopoulos, he was raised in Brooklyn, NY.  
He joined the United States Army as a ranger in 1944 and landed at Omaha Beach in Normandy, France helping to liberate Paris. As a Sargent Major, he 
fought in the Battle of the Bulge and was the 4th soldier to enter and liberate Buchenwald. 
After the war, he stayed in Paris, receiving his Associate Degree from the Sorbonne in Art. 

Upon his return from Europe, he entered Brooklyn College and proceeded to be accepted to Columbia University School of Dentistry. He had a private practice in 
dentistry in Fort Lee and was a professor of dentistry at Columbia Dental School as well as being on the Admissions Committee. 
He was a member of the Church of the Ascension in Fairview and then a became a member of the Parish Council. Dr. Kiriakopoulos was the President of the 
Metropolitan Church of St. John the Theologian in Tenafly for three years. He was bestowed the honor of Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
He is the author of several books on dentistry and World War II including Ten Days to Destiny, The Battle for Crete and the Nazi Occupation of Crete.  
George is survived by his beloved wife Virginia (nee Demos) and his loving daughter Stephanie. 

Brother Nufry Kartalis was a Life Member having been initiated into the Order  on April 21st, 1947  
We lost our Brother Nufri Kartellis, 71 years member, from Chapter 467, Toms River. He was  93 or 94 years old. Here is our 
District Governor giving him the plaque last year at our Chapter.  

We lost another Life Member.  Brother Gabriel G. Gregory was initiated into the Order on January 27, 1953 

Gust C. Kraras Born March 4, 1921 and passed away on May 5, 2018 .The local businessman who founded White Star Tours was also a 
faithful servant to Sts. Constantine and  
Helen Greek Orthodox Church. He was a local business leader who founded White Star Tours travel agency in Shillington, and a faithful 
member of Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church in Reading, where he served as a chanter for the better part of 70 years.  
 After serving in the U.S. military in World War II, Kraras established a number of family businesses  
in the Reading area and in Wildwood, N.J. Chris said the family spent every summer in Wildwood running the family businesses, which 
included hotels and restaurants, but Berks County was always their permanent home.  
An active member of the AHEPA he is well known for hosting the famed Ahepa summer weekends in Wildwood New Jersey for some 30 
years.  

Nick Amoratis

Nicolaos Amoratis, 83, of University Park, FL, formerly of Paramus, NJ passed away 
peacefully at home August 9, 2019.

He is preceded in death by his parents, John & Marianthi Amoratis; and is survived by his 
wife of 63 years, Kalleope; siblings, Irene, Andoni & Flora; children, John (Lisa), George 
(Victoria), & Renee; grandchildren Nick (Angela), Peter (Meghan), Nick, Alexa, Tanner, 
Kalle, Stephen, & Quinn; great-grandchildren Carter, Peter, Alyce, & Lena; and many 
loving nieces, nephews, family, & friends.

Nick was a proud member of The Free Masons & AHEPA Ramapo Chapter; a charter 
member of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church of Wyckoff, NJ; and a member of St Barbara’s Greek Orthodox Church 
of Sarasota, FL. He was a successful restaurateur, opening most notably, The Balcony of Hawthorne in 1978, Brassies of 
Paramus in 1985, and Bacari Grill of Washington Township in 1993.
He will forever be in our hearts, eternal be his memory. 

Ephstratius James Vardakis

Ephstratius James Vardakis, 88, of Bayonne, died on November 27, 2019.

Born and raised in Jersey City, he settled in Bayonne in 1963. For 20 years, he was 
employed at Prudential Life Insurance in Bayonne. Afterwards, he owned and operated 
Vardakis Insurance Agency in Fairview, NJ until his retirement in 1999. For 75 years, 
he served as a choir director and organist. He began his service at Ascension Greek 
Orthodox Church and for the past 30 years at Ss. Nicholas, Constantine, and Helen 
Church. This was what he considered his life’s work was quite active within his church 
communities, especially during the holiday seasons. In his spare time, he enjoyed 
photography.

He was a proud member of AHEPA who achieved 50 years of service in October of this year.

Pre-deceased by his parents, Milton and Eleni Vardakis; brothers, Paul (Thea) and Alex (Angie); sister in-law, Alexandra; 
niece, Elena.

He is survived by his beloved wife of 58 years, Helen A. Vardakis (Ayvalopoulos); devoted sons, Peter Vardakis (Becky) 
and Christo Vardakis (Kiki); cherished grandchildren, James, Thomas, Georgios, and Eleni; dear brother, Fotios Vardakis; 
caring nieces and nephews, Penelope, Milton, Philip, and Cathy.

	

PDG George Burlotos
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Ephstratius James Vardakis

Ephstratius James Vardakis, 88, of Bayonne, died on November 27, 2019.

Born and raised in Jersey City, he settled in Bayonne in 1963. For 20 years, he was 
employed at Prudential Life Insurance in Bayonne. Afterwards, he owned and operated 
Vardakis Insurance Agency in Fairview, NJ until his retirement in 1999. For 75 years, 
he served as a choir director and organist. He began his service at Ascension Greek 
Orthodox Church and for the past 30 years at Ss. Nicholas, Constantine, and Helen 
Church. This was what he considered his life’s work was quite active within his church 
communities, especially during the holiday seasons. In his spare time, he enjoyed 
photography.

He was a proud member of AHEPA who achieved 50 years of service in October of this year.
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Andrew Lafharis

Born in Amaliada Greece 
On July 28, 1931

Initiated into the 
Order of Ahepa

Trenton Chapter # 72
On March 11, 1959

Passed away in
 Hamilton New Jersey 

On July 9, 2020

Ramapo Chapter #453
 

REACHING OUT TO ALL RAMAPO BROTHERS

Our Chapter may be able to assist you. (us)

Brothers: The Executive Board wishes you and your family best of health, and safety during these 
challenging times. With the Covid -19 Virus Pandemic causing much concern, unrest, unemployment 

and, unforeseen circumstances and you could also use some in kind assistance. 

Brother, if you are in need or you are aware of any Brother whose family could use some assistance.

PLEASE CONTACT one of the Brothers listed below
 Paul Goulet on cell 201-704-2018 or via personal email, sannie1@optonline.net.

Or
Charles S. Charllis Cell: 201-245-6057, Fax: 973-387-4513,

Email: Charles.Charllis@cbmoves.com
All discussions and information kept in strict confidence.

The Chapter Executive Board will convene to review how we can assist in kind to our Brothers’ in need.

 Andrew Lafharis, 88, of Hamilton, 
entered into God’s eternal rest on Thursday, 
July 9, 2020 at Robert Wood Johnson 
University Hospital in Hamilton. Born 
and raised in Amaliada, Greece he served 
in the Greek Airforce as a master mechanic 
prior to immigrating to the United States 
in his early 20’s. He married his beloved 
wife Voula in 1958 and began his family 
a few years later. He owned and operated 
Stewart’s Root Beer on Route 33 in 
Hamilton for 47 years and was involved in 
the local community and enjoyed teaching 
his hard work ethics to others he employed. 
He instilled work ethics to the younger 
generation who still remember him to this 
day. Andrew was a member of the Trenton 
AHEPA #72 and was a parish member of 
St. George Greek Orthodox Church in 
Hamilton where he served for many years 
on the annual festival committee cooking 
for the church.
 He had a winter home in Naples, 

Florida for 30 years and attended St. 
Catherine’s Greek Orthodox Church in 
Naples where he began and chaired their 
annual Greek Festival, also cooking for the 
church there. Andrew was an extremely 
hard worker all his life. He enjoyed fishing 
and providing for his family. He was a 
loving and devoted son, husband, father, 
grandfather, great grandfather, brother, 
uncle and friend to many.
 Andrew is preceded in death by his 
parents, Peter and Zoe (Ginalas) Lafharis; 
he is survived by his beautiful wife of 62 
years, Voula P. (Marnelakis) Lafharis; 
his daughter and son-in-law, Joyce and 
Vincent Spiezio III, and son and daughter-
in-law, Teddy and Dee Lafharis; five 
grandchildren, Christina and husband 
Justin Hughes, Vincent Spiezio IV and 
wife Dawna, Cassandra Spiezio, Sarah and 
Lauren Lafharis; four great grandchildren, 
Vincent, Ellie, Paige and Emmeline; as 
well as many other family and friends.
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Greetings 
From The Kontolios Family

Northvale Classic Diner and Restaurant 
247 Livingson Street, Northvale, NJ 07647

201-767-6267.

Sparta Classic Diner and Restaurant 
80 Woodport Road, Sparta, NJ 07871        

973-729-2425

Tenafly Classic Diner and Restaurant 
16 W Railroad Ave, Tenafly, NJ 07670

201-567-5522

Orangetown Classic Diner
 Route 303 Orangeburg NY 10962

845-359-3592

Come and enjoy our delicous breakfast, lunch and dinners. 
Please visit our websit to see our menu

www.websitehere.com

District #5
Cancer Research 

Foundation
Will Have A

 Virtual Gala Presentation
Saturday

November, 7th  2020

7:30pm - 8:30pm

Details To Follow
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The Mortgage Expert is now an  
AWARD-WINNING Author
LESSONS FROM MY GRANDFATHER:
Wisdom for Success in Business and Life
By Marc Demetriou

“Marc Demetriou has written a superb success guide unlike any 
other. Based on fifteen universal principles, Lessons From My 

Grandfather will help you achieve the success you deserve in life 
and business.” 

– Barbara Corcoran, founder, The Corcoran Group, and investor on 
ABC’s Emmy Award-winning show, Shark Tank

For purchase options visit www.GrandfatherLessons.com

The guiding principles received from an immigrant forbearer 
illuminate the road to success in this loving tribute from 
Marc Demetriou. The lessons Demetriou learned at his 
grandfather’s knee are compellingly revealed and explained 
in the book through Charlie’s life story. (Published by 
Highpoint Life). 

How to Contact Marc 
(973) 492-0117

mdemetriou@rhfunding.com
www.marcdemetriou.com

@marcdemetriou
“A highly readable motivational book derived 
from the wisdom of one humble man.”

Member of AHEPA 453

@grandfatherlessons

 marc@marcdemetriou.com

The District 5 Convention  
will be held in Tenafly, NJ

Hosted by the  
Bergen Knights Chapter #285,

SAVE THE DATE  
JUNE 19, 20, 21, 2020
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Chapter NewsChapter News
AHEPA Alexander Hamilton Chapter 5

AHEPA Alexander Hamilton Chapter 54 was honored to host 
Supreme President George Horiates and District 5 leadership at its 
most recent meeting in November. President Horiates and district 
leadership discussed national AHEPA goals for 2020 as well as more 
localized efforts in the District and Chapter 54. The message is loud 
and clear, Defend Hellenism!

Veteran’s Day Celebration/Fundraiser
Our Bergen Knights Chapter #285 worked in 
conjunction with two other groups on Sunday, 
November 10th.  Philoptochos organized the Military 
Veterans of our church with a Photo display of all 
past members and others attended.   The hymns 
from the Army, Marines, Navy and Air Force were 
all played.  The Boy Scouts did the Flag Ceremony.  
AHEPA organized a breakfast which was a fundraiser 
towards the purchase and training of a Service Dog 
for Veterans with PTSD.  It was chaired by our 
President Jimmy Bayiokos with Contantine Mikelis’ 
help.  Both spoke on the importance of Service Dogs.  
The event was  successful and delicious!

Toms River Meeting

Serving the AHEPA community for almost 20 years!

Thema Systems LLC specializes in small and medium sized business computer needs. 
We have certified consultants that can help you by providing customized solution for your 

business, practice, retail store, or dining establishment. 

Our solutions help you save money by utilizing technology previously only available to large companies. 

We offer managed computer services for your Business.

New Computer Sales Cyber security Remote Access

Website Hosting Network Configuration Remote Data Backups

Data recovery Telephone Systems App Development

Wireless Security Disaster Recovery  Security Cameras

Electronic Medical Records Document Management Point of Sale Systems (POS)

Thema Systems LLC
 Solutions that fit.

1-866-484-3622 | www.themasys.com | info@themasys.com

Call today to schedule your free consultation!
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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you very much for your support to the AHEPA Voice magazine. Your chapter 
contributions and news articles, again has made our magazine the number ONE magazine in the AHEPA Domain. The 
Publications Board and I would like to wish you and your families a Wonderful and Safe Summer. We truly appreciate the 
support from all of our D5 AHEPA Family members. In addition, please continue to support our advertisers that make our 
magazine possible.  

Fraternally: 
Brother Phil Vogis PDG PSG R3 
Business Manager 

Message from the Business Manager 

 Philip Vogis On Sunday November 11,  Brother George Karatzia and Robert Fourniadis, 
Chairman and Vice chairman of the AHEPA Service Dogs for Warriors 
(ASDW), were hosted by the James Plevritis – Joseph C. Keane AHEPA 
Chapter 405, of New Rochelle at a Veterans Day commemoration at Holy 
Trinity Church. The Brothers of   Chapter 405 presented ASDW with a 
check for $15,000    to sponsor a service dog in honor of their outgoing 
President  Joseph  Keane, who has served his chapter as president for 27 
years. The Ladies Philoptochos Chapter of Holy Trinity also contributed to 
the fundraising to  sponsor the service dog, who will be named Keane  in 
honor of Brother Joseph.

ASDW   became a national project in 2017 and since that time has 
raised over $500,000 and  sponsored  35 Service Dogs through the grass 
roots efforts of  Ahepa, Daughters, Maids and Sons  chapters across the 
country.   These wonderful service dogs help veterans suffering from PTSD 
, a disease that cost the lives of 22 veterans a day. The order of AHEPA 
through Ahepa Service Dogs for Warriors, A 501C3 corporation, is helping 
to end this national tragedy. If you chapter would like to participate in 
this worthy program , please visit  the ASDW website https://www.ahepa-
servicedogs.org/index.htm  or contact George Karatzia, PDG, PSG 732-
610-6622 or Robert Fourniadis 732-259-3894
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Edgewater, NJ 
973-945-1060 

Fax:973-945-4887 
 

Philadelphia & DE 
215-243-4737 

New York City 
212-594-2229 

Fax:212-594-1333 
 

Easton, PA 
215-523-8673 

 

George N. Pappas, CPA, ABA, EA 

Certified Public Accountant 

 

“Playa del Sol” 
401 Cooper Landing Road 
Suite C-8 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 

Office: (856) 482-9200 
Fax: (856) 482-9207 

Direct: (856) 906-6012 
Georgepappascpa@gmail.com 

The Law Office of 

George G. Horiates 
 

7010 Kaighn Avenue 
At US Highway 70 

Pennsauken, NJ 08109 
Www.njpersonalinjuryattorney.com 

GGHoriates@aol.com 

Member of NJ & PA Bars 
And US Supreme Court 

Phone: (856) 665-2085 
Fax: (856) 665-2670 
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The Mortgage Expert is now an  
AWARD-WINNING Author
LESSONS FROM MY GRANDFATHER:
Wisdom for Success in Business and Life
By Marc Demetriou

“Marc Demetriou has written a superb success guide unlike any 
other. Based on fifteen universal principles, Lessons From My 

Grandfather will help you achieve the success you deserve in life 
and business.” 

– Barbara Corcoran, founder, The Corcoran Group, and investor on 
ABC’s Emmy Award-winning show, Shark Tank

For purchase options visit www.GrandfatherLessons.com

The guiding principles received from an immigrant forbearer 
illuminate the road to success in this loving tribute from 
Marc Demetriou. The lessons Demetriou learned at his 
grandfather’s knee are compellingly revealed and explained 
in the book through Charlie’s life story. (Published by 
Highpoint Life). 

How to Contact Marc 
(973) 492-0117

mdemetriou@rhfunding.com
www.marcdemetriou.com

@marcdemetriou
“A highly readable motivational book derived 
from the wisdom of one humble man.”

Member of AHEPA 453

@grandfatherlessons

 marc@marcdemetriou.com

The District 5 Convention  
will be held in Tenafly, NJ

Hosted by the  
Bergen Knights Chapter #285,

SAVE THE DATE  
JUNE 19, 20, 21, 2020
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Kostas Mastoras Owner 
25-56 31st Street, Astoria, NY  

718-626-7771 
www.titanfood.com 
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Advertise With AHEPA!

We reach over 1500 members.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to reach AHEPA members 

and their households with our direct mail magaizine.

For more information please email:
pvogis@verizon.net

AHEPA members support our vendors and advertisers 
who make this magazine possible!
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Kostas Mastoras Owner 
25-56 31st Street, Astoria, NY  

718-626-7771 
www.titanfood.com 

1 State Street
New York, NY 10004
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The Mortgage Expert is now an  
AWARD-WINNING Author
LESSONS FROM MY GRANDFATHER:
Wisdom for Success in Business and Life
By Marc Demetriou

“Marc Demetriou has written a superb success guide unlike any 
other. Based on fifteen universal principles, Lessons From My 

Grandfather will help you achieve the success you deserve in life 
and business.” 

– Barbara Corcoran, founder, The Corcoran Group, and investor on
ABC’s Emmy Award-winning show, Shark Tank

For purchase options visit www.GrandfatherLessons.com

The guiding principles received from an immigrant forbearer 
illuminate the road to success in this loving tribute from 
Marc Demetriou. The lessons Demetriou learned at his 
grandfather’s knee are compellingly revealed and explained 
in the book through Charlie’s life story. (Published by 
Highpoint Life). 

How to Contact Marc 
O: (973) 521-8345
C: (201) 286-3386

Marc.Demetriou@rate.com

@marcdemetriou
“A highly readable motivational book derived 
from the wisdom of one humble man.”

Member of AHEPA 453

@grandfatherlessons

Marc’s Recent Accolades & Accomplishments

Named Five Star Mortgage Professional
New Jersey Monthy Magazine 2020 & 2019

3x Ranked “Hot 100” Mortgage Expert
Mortgage Professional America Magazine 2018 & 2017

39 Main St., Ste. B, Bloomingdale, NJ 07403
O: (973) 521-8345 | C: (201) 286-3386 | Marc.Demetriou@rate.com | Rate.com/MarcDemetriou
M. Demetriou NMLS #111118; CA - TAO, CT - LO-111118, FL - LO16461, GA - 59849, NC - I-183413, NJ - 0516426, NY - Licensed, PA - 40719 , SC - MLO- 111118, VA - MLO- 44562VA
GR NMLS #2611

Traditional Mortgages • Purchase • Refinance 
Reverse Mortgages • FHA & VA Loans • 203k Loans

15 Years Experience in the Mortgage Industry
Marc Demetriou, CLU, ChFC
VP of Mortgage Lending & Branch Manager

Recognized as one of “The Most Connected 
Mortgage Professionals” in the US
National Mortgage Professionals 2020 & 2018

Traditional Mortgages • Purchase • Refinance
Reverse Mortgages • FHA & VA Loans • 203k Loans

Marc’s Recent Accolades & Accomplishments

Named Five Star Mortgage Professional
New Jersey Monthy Magazine 2020 & 2019

3x Ranked “Hot 100” Mortgage Expert
Mortgage Professional America Magazine 2018, 2017, & 2016

  Marc Demetriou NMLS #111118; NJ - 516426, | GR NMLS #2611 (For more info: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org).

15 Years Experience in the Mortgage Industry

Marc Demetriou, CLU, ChFC, CDLP
VP of Mortgage Lending & Branch Manager

2020’s Most Connected Mortgage Professionals 
in the U.S.
National Mortgage Professionals 2020

350 Main Road, Suite 203, Montville, NJ 07045
O: (973) 521-8345 | C: (201) 286-3386 | Marc.Demetriou@rate.com | Rate.com/MarcDemetriou

Applicant subject to credit and underwriting approval. Not all applicants will be approved for financing. Receipt of application does not represent an approval for financing or interest 
rate guarantee. Restrictions may apply, contact Guaranteed Rate for current rates and for more information.
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Please support all of our advertisers that make this magazine possible.  
Please submit any articles and photos for the next AHEPA Voice by 2/15/21

oice 
151 Fernwood Drive 
Old Tappan, NJ 07675 

Please support all of our advertisers that make this magazine possible.  
Please submit any articles and photos for the next AHEPA Voice by 1/15/2019  

Please support all of our advertisers that make this magazine possible.  
Please submit any articles and photos for the next AHEPA Voice by 6/15/2020
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